About Longitudinal Analysis

Longitudinal Analysis is a flexible, interactive report that allows you to select
any significant group of students and analyze the change in their performance
over a series of high-stakes assessments. The Longitudinal Tool offers three
types of analysis:

m Cross sectional compares the scores of students in the same grade, but in
different years. How do this year’s third graders compare to last year’s?

m Cohort unmatched compares the scores of students in successive years. How
do this year’s fourth graders compare to last year’s third graders? The group
is unmatched because students may have transferred in or out of the district.

m Cohort matched compares the scores of the same group of students in
successive years. How do scores for this year’s fourth graders compare to the
scores of the same students when they were third graders last year.
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Defining a Longitudinal Analysis report

When you use Longitudinal Analysis, you can quickly generate a report based on
just the basic report options and then use the Options Dashboard to refine the
selection of students later.

To define a Longitudinal Analysis report:
1 Click the State Analysis tab. Click the Longitudinal Analysis link or icon.

2 Inthe Select a Test for Longitudinal Analysis page, click Continue beside
the exam you want to use.

3 Use these settings to define the initial report.

Basic Report Options If you have access to only one school,
School(s): Grades: the name of the school appears here.
| All Schools v| (Al Grades v }— Select the grade you want to display.

Exam Range: You can also display all grades.
(From| STAR00-01 ¥ |70: STAR 02-03 v [}—— Select the range of exam data you want to display.

= Select the school and grade you want to display.
= Select the range of exam data you want to display.

m Use the student demographic option links on the lower half of the page to
select students.

4 Click Continue.
5 Choose the specific content area you want to analyze. Click Continue.

Select Group for Longitudinal Analysis

Select Content Areas

< ®al )
U English-Language Arts
O Mathematics

O Science

These choices depend on the exam you choose.

Choose all content areas or one specific area.

O History-Social Science

6 Select the analysis type you want to use (cross sectional, cohort unmatched,
or cohort matched). Click Continue.

After a brief pause, the Comparison Tool page appears.
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Working with Longitudinal Analysis Changing analysis options or data display
The longitudinal analysis page is composed of three sections: The longitudinal report shows you performance data year-over-year to help you
= The Options Dashboard at the top of the page shows you the current set of monitor and identify performance trends. You can easily change both the
: longitudinal analysis options and the data that is displayed.
options.
s The Longitudinal Analysis Options in the middle of the page shows the = [n the Longitudinal Analysis Options, you can change the range of exams, the

current analysis settings (the range of exams, content areas, and analysis type). content areas, and the analysis type.

= [n the data display, you can change the comparison basis and the score type.

m The longitudinal analysis section in the lower half of the page shows the . i
You can also drill down to the supporting data for any group.

current comparison and score type settings, as well as the scores and percent

of change. To change analysis options or data display:
You can use the links on this page to: 1 Click a link to change any of the Longitudinal Analysis Options.
m Change the group of students. Longitudinal Analysis Options

STAR 01-02-5TAR 02-03 Content Areas: English-Language Arts

Cohort liatched L—Click this link to view a different content area.
Click this link to choose a different analysis type.

Changing the group of students Click this link to choose a different exam range.

The Options Dashboard at the top of the Longitudinal Analysis page displays the
same options that were available when you first defined the longitudinal analysis.

m Change the analysis options or the display of data. :

2 To change the basis for comparison, select in the Compare By list. Click Go.

Once you’ve generated the report, you can change these options to include a 3 To change the type of scores displayed, choose a different type of score from
subset of the initial group of students. For example, you might want to look at the Score Type menu. Click Go.
just elementary S(fh()Ol students to see if students in a class size reduction 4 To drill down to the supporting information for a group, click the link for that
program showed improved performance. group
To change the group of students: Longitudinal Analysis Showing 1 result
1 Click a link in the Options Dashboard. Compare By Score Type:| Perormance Standard ¥) @
Group Exam # Score Change
Currently Selected Options STAR 02-03 373 3.2 +0.2
STAR 02-03 2003-2004 Spring, Schoal STAR01-02 373 3
Year Q : Longitudinal Analysis Showi
Oak Hill High School m 10-n Use these links in the Click this link... Compare By: score Type: | Performance Standard v | G
Teachers: All Ethnicities: / Obtions Dashboard to chanae Ewin
Ed Programs: Al Custom Groups:] Al p . g View all Schools Exam # Score
] ] the selection of students. _—
enders: All Courses: All STAR 02-03 170 3.3

STAR 01-02 170 34
STAR 02-03 203 3
STAR 01-02 203 2.8

. . . . ...to display the next level
2 Click check boxes in the options page for the students you want to include, supporting data.

and click Continue. Or, click the Clear Page link and click Continue to select
all options on a page.

The Options Dashboard displays the new selections, and the longitudinal
report displays the corresponding data.
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